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A Study on News Covered in Turkish and Greek Media about the AEK +G.S.
Friendship Football Match  from the Perspective of Football & Media Relationship

Abstract

Football is one of the important sports branches trailing masses. Affecting friendship between countries in
addition to cultural sharing, football may either bring two disputing cultures together or create distances
between two friendly cultures. Playing a crucial role about communication between cultures, football matches
have political, social and economic effects. These effects have greater influence when football and media
come together. Football and Medical relationship attracted attention of academicians for years and studies
were conducted about the effects and driving force of the football and media about common movement of
masses. Media and football relationship also have reflections on communication bureaucracy of nations.
Aiming to create an agenda, politicians can change the agenda of a country and steer it to any direction by
exploiting football and the media. Conflicting countries having zero communication may come together for a
joint cause because of a football match in an unexpected manner. Hostile communities can show presence
under the same roof thanks to football that can even eliminate such hostilities. The present study focuses on
the effect and reflections in the media in connection with a friendship match played by teams of Turkey and
Greece, two countries sharing a cultural heritage in a friendly manner that time by time become hostile
towards one another because of imperialist economies. A study has been conducted on reflections of the
friendship match played between Galatasaray from Turkey and AEK from Greece on 31 July 2018 in Athens,
Greece, in the media of both countries and a review has been carried out on news covered by the press in
both countries. Accordingly, on the next day of the football match, sports newspapers and sports pages of
three mainstream newspapers with the highest circulation rate were reviewed for both countries and content
analysis has been made on the news covered about AEK-GS match. For the purpose of the study,
qualitative and quantitative analyses have been made about news covered by the press in both countries
and statistics have been obtained about the manner of coverage, number of news, etc. In addition, news
articles published about this match by the press in both countries have been subjected to content analysis to
determine how each country saw this match. As a result of the study, it has been determined that Greek
press covered AEK-GS match more than Turkish press and it has been concluded that higher importance is
attached to Turkey & Greece relations, based on this football match.
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