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EFFECTS OF FLUCTUATIONS

IN CURRENCY ON PRESS
ENTERPRISES: ECONOMIC
IMPACTS AND CONSEQUENCES
OF THE 2018 FOREIGN EXCHANGE
CRISIS ON NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN TURKEY

With the closure of SEKA, the use of a pa-
per based on imports has emerged in Turkey.
Paper, which is the most important raw ma-
terial of newspapers and magazines, began
to be imported from abroad. This has led
to the emergence of a cost structure that is
foreign-dependent and foreign currency in-
dexed. Before the economic decisions of Jan-
uary 24, 1980, paper subsidies were applied

to written press in Turkey. Press companies
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DOVIZDE YASANAN
CALKALANMANIN BASIN
ISLETMELERINE OLAN ETKILERI:
2018 DOVIZ KRIZININ TURKIYE’DE
YAYINLANAN GAZETELERE

OLAN EKONOMIK ETKILERI VE
SONUCLARI

SEKA'nin kapatilmasi ile Turkiye’de ithala-
tadayali bir kigitkullanimiortaya ¢ikmistir.
Gazete ve dergilerin en 6nemli ham maddesi
olan kagit yurt digindan ithal edilmistir. Bu
disa bagimli ve dovize endeksli bir maliyet
yapisinin ortaya ¢tkmasina neden olmugtur.
24 Ocak 1980 ckonomik kararlarindan once
Tirkiye’de yazili basina kagit stibvansiyonu
kapilmaktaydi. Basin igletmeleri kagidi dev-
letten indirimli bir fiyatla satin alir ve gazete
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used to purchase paper at a discounted price  ile dergilerini aldiklar: bu tegvik sayesinde

from the state and produce them in an eco-  ckonomik anlamda daha konforlu bir bi¢im-
nomically more comfortable way thanks to  de tiretmekteydi. 24 Ocak kararlarinin alin-
such incentive. The paper promotion to press  masindan sonra basin igletmelerine yapilan
operations was also abandoned after Janu-  kagit tegviki de ortadan kaldirilmistir. Bu,
ary 24 decisions. This was the first import-  yazili basinin ckonomik yapisinda ham
ant handicap in the economic structure of maddesi olan kagittan kaynaklanan ilk
the printed media resulting from paper asa  6nemli handikabi olmugtur. Bu olay son-
raw material. After this incident, costs of the  rasinda Tiirkiye’de yazili basin mecrasinin
press media in Turkey increased, and the cost  maliyetleri artmig ve o déneme kadar hig
of advertising and foreign economic support  olmadigi kadar reklama ve dig ekonomik
was needed at the highest level until that day.  destege ihtiya¢ duymugtur. Basin ekono-
Another important economic improvement — misinin 6nemli bir diger 6nemli ekonomik
of the press economy was the privatization  viraji SEKA kagit fabrikasinin 1998 yilinda
of the SEKA paper factory in 1998 and com-  6zellegtirilmesi ve 2005 yilinda tamamen
plete transformation in 2005. Newspapers katilmasi ile gerceklesmistir. Gazeteler bu
experienced an economic earthquake in  iki ddnemde ekonomik anlamda bir deprem
these two periods. SEKA, which was closed  yagamigtir. 2005 yilinda kapatilan SEKA,
in 2005, has caused a halt to domestic and ~ Tiirkiye’de yerli ve milli kagit tiretiminin
national paper production in Turkey and, durmasina neden olmug ve bu tarihten son-
after that date, the newspapers started to be  ra gazeteler yurt digindan kagit ithal ederek
published by importing paper from abroad. yayinlanmaya baglamisur. Yurt digindan
Paper newspapers received from abroad have  alinan kagit gazeteleri d6vize dayali bir mali-
led to a cost economy based on foreign cur-  yet ekonomisi ile karg1 kargiya birakmigtir.
rencies. The paper began to change its price  Kagit, tilkede yasanan déviz dalgalanmalari-
in parallel with the foreign exchange fluctua-  na paralel olarak fiyat degistirmeye baglamisg
tions in Turkey, and asignificantincreasewas  ve Tiirk lirasinin deger kaybettigi donemle-
experience in expenses of press enterprises as  rde gazete kagidinin fiyatinin artmast sonu-
a result of the increase in prices of newsprint  cu basin igletmelerinin ¢iktilarinda ciddi bir
paper during the periods when Turkish lira  artis yasanmigtir. Dévizde yaganan degisim
lost value. The change in foreign currencyin-  yurt digindan ithal edilen kagidin fiyatin:
creased the price of the paper imported from  artmasina ve gazetelerin maliyetlerinin art-
abroad and increased costs of newspapers. In - masina neden olmugtur. Bu ¢aligmada 2018
this study, a research was conducted on the yilinin ikinci yarisinda Tiirkiye’de yaganan
impact of the exchange rate in Turkeyon the  d6viz kurundaki degisimin gazetelerin
economic structure of newspapers in the sec-  ckonomik yapisina olan etkisi iizerinde bir
ond half of 2018. In the research, the impact  aragtirma yapilmigtir. Aragtirma kapsamin-
of the increase in foreign currency on priceof ~ da d6vizde yaganan artigin kagit fiyatina ve
paper and thus on costs of newspapers wasex-  dolayisiyla  gazetelerin maliyetlerine olan
amined, and the economic risks experienced  etkisi incelenmis ve yazili basinin bu siiregte
by the printed press was addressed. In the yagsadigi ekonomik riskler incelenmistir.
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study, the numerical analysis of the impact  Caligmada 2018 yilinin ikinci yarisindan

caused by the change in the currency from 2019 yilinin ikinci yarisina kadar gecen
the second half of 2018 to the second half  bir yillik siirecte dévizde yaganan degisim,
0f 2019 on paper costs was conducted, anda  bunun kagit maliyetlerine olan etkisinin
scanning was carried out in light of the opin-  sayisal analizi yapilmus, gazetelerin yasadig:
ions of sector representatives on economic  ckonomik sorunlar ve kagit krizine yone-
problems and the paper crisis in newspaper  lik sektdr temsilcilerinin gorigleri 151g1nda
sector. In the study, the paper and exchange  bir tarama yapilmigtir. Caligmada iki ulu-
relationship of the newspapers was examined ~ sal gazete YeniBirlik ve Aydinlik Gazetel-
in the case of two national newspapers, Yeni- eri ile bir yerel gazete olan Damga Gazetesi
Birlik and Aydinlik Newspapers, and alocal ~ 6rneginde gazetelerin kagit & déviz iliskisi
newspaper, Damga Newspaper. At the end  incelenmistir. Calismanin sonunda Balike-
of the study, resumption of “the domestic sir SEKA kagit fabrikasinin 2019 yilinin
and national paper” production was empha- mayis ayinda yeniden faaliyete gecmesi ile
sized resulted with re-operation of Balikesir  sonuglanan “yerli ve milli kagit” tretimi-
SEKA paper factory in May, 2019, and dam-  nin yeniden baglamasina vurgu yapilmig ve
ages of export dependence in paper on press  kagitta disa bagimligin basin ekonomisine
economy were remarked. zararlarina dikkat ¢ekilmistir.

Keywords: press economy, economics, Anahtar Kelimeler: basin ekonomisi,
foreign exchange, journalism, SEKA. ckonomi, déviz, gazetecilik, SEKA.



